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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

6/13/78
Midge:

By the time this was

ready to go in, the
President had already

made a decision essen-
tially the same as the

one you propose —-- reversing
the position as reported

in the Post, as I understand
it. I don't know all the
details, but Stu can fill
you in if you wish to

follow up on this. Thanks.

Rick Hutcheson

cc: Stu
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WASHINGTON

DATE: - 07 JUN 78
FOR ACTION: STU EIZENSTAT

INFO ONLY:

SUBJECT : COSTANZA MEMO RE BROWN LUNG
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+ RESPONSE DUE TO RICK HUTCHESON STAFF SECRETARY (456-7052) +
+ BY: 1000 AM SATURDAY 10 JUN 78 +

+++ e e e et

ACTION REQUESTED: YOUR COMMENTS
STAFF RESPONSE: ( ) I CONCUR. ( ) NO COMMENT. ( ) HOLD.

PLEASE NOTE OTHER COMMENTS BELOW:
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é
MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 7, 1978

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: Margaret (Midge) Costanza "7C

According to this morning's Washington Post,

the Administration will relax proposed standards for
‘protecting workers against brown lung disease in order

to reduce costs that might contribute to inflation.

If the story is accurate, I strongly urge
you to reconsider this decision and to issue regulations
with adequate protections for textile workers.

I know that you believe that we cannot put a
monetary value on human life, nor can the damage that
brown lung disease does to human life bé’reasonably compared .
to the cost of installing adequate safety measures.

I am confident that this Administration can
succeed in the struggle against inflation, and I am fully aware
of the importance of winning that struggle. 1In addition,
this Administration clearly has the talent and ability to
wage the fight against inflation without at the same time having
to relax its concern for the preservation and protection of
human 1life. ’

: As you have indicated, it does not make sense to
solve the problem of inflation by putting people out of work.
It also does not make sense to wage the battle against -
inflation by allowing people to remain in working conditions
that amount to a sentence of dlsease, dlsablllty and in some
cases death.
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